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CLEAR RIDGE
BIG SUR, CALIFORNIA



9

I t  is  rare to f ind so much f lat  space in the hi l ls  of  Big Sur.  The si te is a rol l ing meadow 

perched above a famous beach. Our concept was that the structure was part  of  and 

grew out of  the meadow. A heavy stone pl inth anchors the home to the s i te – whi le 

vast  sunny rooms f loat  above.

The sensuous curves of  the f loor plans f low from outside to inside and back outside. 

The meadow swir ls up onto the second f loor,  then to the roof and back down as i f 

Joan Miro had painted the f loor plan.

Land Art  inspired by Michael  Heyser and Richard Serra inform the Car Court ,  Garage 

and Entry.

Total  Floor Area: 7,973 SF

The concept for  the archi tectural  design is f i rst  and foremost “of  the Earth”.

Cal i fornia  -  the meet ing of  Cal i fornia and the Paci f ic ,  the Si te and speci f ical ly 

the Meadow. The stone pl inth rests on the meadow to form a landing for the Main 

Floor.  The tableau ar ises s inuously out of  and sl ides back into the nat ive grass. 
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Elements & Materials
Wind -  Natural  Vent i lat ion

Water -  Glass,  Pool  and Water Features

Fire -  Charred Wood, Firepi ts and Fireplaces

The Sun -  Act ive and Passive Solar Power

The Moon and Stars, The Milky Way -  Virtual 

Planetar ium

The Cardinal and Ordinal Points -  Sundial  and 

Compass

Earth and Organic -  Sine wave shaped stone wal ls 

curving in both vert ical  and hor izontal  p lanes. 

The natural sciences informed 
by the elements using the 

most basic materials
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The selection of pure materials brings 
warmth and texture to the entire home 
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LONE CYPRESS
PEBBLE BEACH, CALIFORNIA
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Imagine discover ing an old stone ruins on the Pebble Beach shore r ight  next to 

the iconic Lone Cypress. The ruins were bui l t  a long t ime ago -  out  of  large nat ive 

boulders gathered from the coast. 

When you enter you wi l l  be del ighted to discover a modern home has been careful ly 

f i t  wi th in the crumbl ing wal ls of  stone. The underground garage is connected to the 

home by a tunnel /wine cel lar.

Total  Floor Area: 8,886 SF
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Three stor ies of  f loor- to-cei l ing glass showcase the views of  the Paci f ic 

-  a l l  the way South across Carmel Bay to the Point  Sur Lighthouse.

Si ted careful ly among towering Monterey Cypress t rees -  the project 

has been designed to improve the habi tat  by restor ing previously 

disturbed areas and bui ld ing up and down on the exist ing footpr int .
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COAST KNOLL
BIG SUR, CALIFORNIA
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Nest led into a grassy knol l  above the Big Sur coast -  th is 

weekend retreat for  a Si l icon Val ley fami ly wi l l  be v i r tual ly 

invis ib le.  Matte black charcoal  porcelain t i les c lad the 

exter ior  -  d isappear ing the home l ike shadow.  

Total  Floor Area: 2,080 SF



27Art ist ic Ti les’ amazing ‘Dune Smoke’ carved l imestone forms a waterfal l  at  the 

Entry.  Pol i form cabinets organize the k i tchen and an Azul  Macauba Quartz i te 

waterfal l  spi l ls  over the is land.
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DRAGON TAIL
BIG SUR, CALIFORNIA



33This Dragon grows out of  the hi l ls ide and arches i ts back toward the 

Sun. Cur l ing around the pool  to protect  i ts  offspr ing,  i t  f iercely defends 

the pr ivacy of  i ts  inhabi tants.

Mult i  colored Stainless Steel  roof  t i les suggest the rept i le ’s chameleon 

- l ike  armor whi le steel  and redwood abstract  the skeleton into a home.

Total  Floor Area: 2,000 SF 

Addi t ional  Pool  House Area: 400 SF

The roof structure and shape 
is inspired by this native l izard 
- disappearing the house into 
the landscape
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Form inspired by nature 

and design real ized via a 

parametr ic design method 

encodes the relat ionship 

between elements.    The spine 

is a s inuous compound curved 

r idge supported by straight 

members at  informed angles. 

The dynamic roof emerges 

from shingl ing uni t ized panels 

in a consistent manner across 

the interpolated surface. A 

rhythm of structural  wal ls 

posi t ioned along the curved 

per imeter f rame a ser ies of 

breathtaking views creat ing 

dist inct  moments throughout 

the house.
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RILEY RANCH
CARMEL HIGHLANDS, CALIFORNIA
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This house is div ided into f ive 20’x20’ modules that are organized to f i t  between 

the exist ing t rees on si te.  The modular design wi l l  faci l i tate and simpl i fy the 

construct ion process. The exter ior  of  the home and the adjacent garage are 

c lad with gray-brown cement f iber panels that  invoke the tone and texture of 

the surrounding Coast Live Oaks. Folding glass panels open the house up to an 

addi t ional  2,000 SF of  outdoor deck area. The main l iv ing area is located on the 

upper level  to take advantage of  v iews towards Point  Lobos and Carmel Bay. 

Views are fur ther enhanced from the rooftop deck and pool .

Total  Floor Area: 2,188 SF
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Set away from the home is a sun deck that provides addi t ional  area for 

entertaining, and includes a spa, outdoor shower,  BBQ, and f i re pi t .  A 

custom designed Airstream wi l l  be located on the deck and serve as 

temporary l iv ing quarters dur ing construct ion of  the main house.
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MID VALLEY RIDGE
CARMEL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA
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Set atop a private 

plateau overlooking 

Carmel Valley and the 

Santa Lucia Mountains, 

the design for this 

single family home 

takes advantage of the 

sweeping views and the 

warm climate of the 

valley

Lower Level

Upper Level

A ser ies of  pavi l ions,  organized along a central  walkway, reduces the scale and impact of 

th is 4,168 square foot home on the 7 acre s i te.  Each bedroom sui te is uniquely s i ted to 

maintain pr ivacy whi le taking advantage of  key v iews. The l iv ing,  d in ing, and ki tchen areas 

are organized radial ly around a c luster of  mature oak trees. A two story great room opens 

out onto a cant i levered pat io embracing outdoor l iv ing.  Using wood, stone, and glass as the 

bui ld ing mater ia l  a l lows the design to blend in wi th i ts natural  surroundings.

Total  Floor Area: 4,168 SF
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MALIBU PEAK
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA
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High above the Pacific Ocean, this family 

compound has unrivaled views stretching from 

beach to beach across the horizon

Sweeping roof l ines invoke the shape of  the 

mountains behind and the ocean below, and 

contain over 20,000 SF of  l iv ing area. Every room 

in the house opens out to a large interconnected 

pat io.  An inf in i ty edge pool ,  cant i levered above 

the si te,  stretches the ent i re length of  the home. 

The main level  contains the master bedroom, 

two en-sui tes,  k i tchen, dining, and great room. 

There is also a detached gym and yoga studio. 

The downstairs contains a large game room 

and bar,  movie theater,  staff  quarters,  cater ing 

k i tchen, and a museum-qual i ty garage with 

parking for 11 cars.
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Board-formed concrete and l imestone wal ls anchor the home to the s i te and 

are designed to wi thstand the strong winds and harsh sal t  a i r  environment 

along the coast.  Floor- to-cei l ing pocket ing glass panels disappear f rom 

view into the monol i th ic wal ls al lowing the home to open up to the outside.

Total  Floor Area: 19,236 SF
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HIGHLANDS HILLTOP
CARMEL HIGHLANDS, CALIFORNIA
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Wood siding and large spans of 

glass help the house to blend in 

with the surrounding vegetation

This s ingle fami ly residence is nest led into a steep hi l ls ide 

of  the Carmel Highlands with v iews of  Point  Lobos and 

the Paci f ic  Ocean. The main l iv ing and sleeping areas 

are contained within 2 two-story forms that s i t  opposi te 

one another and are connected by a glass atr ium with a 

sweeping curved roof.  Cant i levered balconies extend out 

over the s i te to embrace outdoor l iv ing whi le minimizing 

the home’s footpr int  on the s i te.

Total  Floor Area: 2,118 SF

The lowest level contains 

the garage and utility 

areas. Clad in stone, it 

acts as a podium lifting 

the main house up
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ROCKY RANCH RETREAT
BIG SUR, CALIFORNIA
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This 2,800 square foot bachelor pad with a detached 1,900 square foot yoga studio is 

set  h igh on a hi l l top looking out at  the Paci f ic  Ocean and Big Sur wi lderness. The radial 

f raming of  the house is organized around a central  k i tchen and sunken l iv ing room to 

opt imize and preserve the 180 degree panoramic v iews from al l  rooms. A natural  wood and 

stone exter ior  and a roof system and shape that carr ies the surrounding meadow up and 

over the bui ld ing wi l l  harmoniously blend the home with i ts natural  surroundings.

Total  Floor Area: 2,800 SF
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CASA BLANCA
MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA
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This Moroccan- inspired get away in the pr ivate 

community of  Monterra r ises up and out of  i ts 

p lateaued si te over looking Monterey Bay. This  

bespoke home fuses classic Mediterranean 

archi tecture wi th modern, sustainable archi tecture 

and inter ior  design, ta i lored to the smal lest  detai l 

of  the c l ient ’s needs. Use of  natural  mater ia ls 

color-matched to the s i te wi l l  include l imestone, 

beige-mix terra cot ta roof t i les and dr i f twood 

washed wood beams and trel l ises,  a l lowing the 

home to blend into the i ts surroundings.

Total  Floor Area: 5,466 SF
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No trees wi l l  be harmed in the bui ld ing of  th is project :  The Guesthouse below the main 

Residence is tucked into the oaks and pines, and the dr iveway winds through mature oak 

trees, c l imbing up to the South Courtyard and the Entry to the home on the hi l l . 
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CARMEL POINT
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CALIFORNIA
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This  conceptual  des ign for  a  smal l  lo t  on Carmel  Point  maximizes the 

usable space through an in terest ing use of  decks and s ta i rs .  Clean 

contemporary l ines and natura l  mater ia ls  un i te  to  form an eff ic ient  and 

comfor tab le l iv ing space.

Total  Floor Area: 2,273 SF
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The future is not what it used to be 

Architecture is Our Way Of Life
Stud io  Carver ’s  ab i l i t y  to  bu i ld  in  sens i t i ve  env i ronments  i s  on ly  one  o f  many  reasons 

tha t  they  a re  sought  a f te r  by  c l ien ts .   The i r  goa l  i s  a  seamless  merg ing  o f  a rch i tec tu re , 

in te r io r  des ign  and the  landscape.   The i r  des igns  o f fe r  c lass ic  s imp l i c i t y  and  na tu ra l 

e legance,  e f f i c ien t  f loor  p lans ,  and  easy  f low.   Known fo r  the i r  env i ronmenta l l y  consc ious 

des igns ,  th is  ta len ted  team o f  a rch i tec ts  and  des igners  a t  S tud io  Carver  a re  a  t igh t  kn i t 

g roup  o f  c rea t i ve  ind iv idua ls  w i th  over lapp ing  ta len ts ,  who are  commi t ted  to  reach ing 

synerge t i c  so lu t ions  th rough co l labora t i ve  b ra ins to rming .

FORWARD THINKING
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Treading Lightly and Building Sustainably
Stud io  Carver  has  a lways  p rac t i ced  sus ta inab le  des ign ,  and  a l l  o f 

the i r  p ro jec ts  “ t read  l igh t l y  on  the  land . ”   Rob Carver,  who s tud-

ied  a t  U .C.  Berke ley ’s  Co l lege  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Des ign  and was 

one o f  the  o r ig ina l  con t r ibu to rs  to  the  B ig  Sur  Land Use P lan , 

spec ia l i zes  in  coas ta l  land  use  p lann ing  and arch i tec tu re  and  the 

use  o f  g reen techno log ies  and  mater ia ls .   The  f i r s t  house  tha t  he 

des igned in  1978 had a  sod  roo f  and  he  rece ived  h is  LEED ac-

c red i ta t ion  in  2009. 

NATURAL RESOURCES
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FUTURE PROOF

The render ings  o f  unbu i l t  works  and  pro jec ts  on  the  boards 

dep ic ted  here  a re  a  re f lec t ion  o f  our  cur ren t  th ink ing  on 

des ign .  Modern  she l te rs  need to  be  weather  p roo f ,  f i re  p roo f , 

burg la r  p roo f ,  sound proo f ,  f lood  p roo f  and  fu tu re  p roo f .  

These modern  she l te rs  w i l l  co l lec t  ra inwater  f rom the  sky, 

hea t  and  power  f rom the  sun  and coo l ing  and  ven t i la t ion  f rom 

the  w ind  –  a l l  i n  the  sp i r i t  o f  s tewardsh ip  fo r  the  spacesh ip  we 

l i ve  on  and un iversa l  des ign  to  p rov ide  access  fo r  a l l .
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SERVICES

SITE  EVALUATION AND SELECTION

PROGRAMMING AND SPACE PLANNING

MASTER PLANNING AND PERMITT ING

SITE  DESIGN

LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND RESTORATION

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

CONSTRUCTION ADMIN ISTRATION

BUDGETING

INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

INTERIOR DESIGN

HISTORIC  RESTORATION

SELECTION OF ART AND SCULPTURE

PROCUREMENT AND INSTALLATION

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

A R C H I T E C T U R E   +   P L A N N I N G   +   I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

STUDIO CARVER

PO BOX 2684
CARMEL, CA 93921  
USA •  EARTH 
T  831.622.7837
F  831.624.0364
STUDIOCARVER.COM
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