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I t  is  rare to f ind so much f lat  space in the hi l ls  of  Big Sur.  The si te is a rol l ing meadow perched above 

a famous beach. Our concept was that the structure was part  of  and grew out of  the meadow. A heavy 

stone pl inth anchors the home to the s i te – whi le vast  sunny rooms f loat  above.The sensuous curves 

of  the f loor plans f low from outside to inside and back outside. The meadow swir ls up onto the second 

f loor,  then to the roof and back down as i f  Joan Miro had painted the f loor plan.Land Art  inspired 

by Michael  Heyser and Richard Serra inform the Car Court ,  Garage and Entry.The concept for  the 

archi tectural  design is f i rst  and foremost “of  the Earth”.

Cal i fornia  -  the meet ing of  Cal i fornia and the Paci f ic ,  the Si te and speci f ical ly the Meadow. The stone 

pl inth rests on the meadow to form a landing for the Main Floor.  The tableau ar ises s inuously out of 

and sl ides back into the nat ive grass. 

Total  Floor Area: 7,973 SF

C L E A R R I D G E
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ELEMENTS & MATERIALS

Wind -  Natural  Vent i lat ion

Water -  Glass,  Pool  and Water Features

Fire -  Charred Wood, Firepi ts and 

Fireplaces

The Sun -  Act ive and Passive Solar 

Power

The Moon and Stars, The Milky Way 
-  Virtual  Planetar ium

The Cardinal and Ordinal Points 
-  Sundial  and Compass

Earth and Organic -  Sine wave shaped 

stone wal ls curving in both vert ical  and 

hor izontal  p lanes. 
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